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Sony’s latest patent makes a case for    
phone-to-phone charging

Sony has filed a patent titled ‘Configuration of 
Data and Power Transfer in Near Field Communications’ 
which shows a system of devices which can transfer power 
among each other using NFC technology. This technology 
could help to get rid of the need to carry power banks.  
Any device with an NFC chip might be able to search for 
other devices with the similar technology and connect 
with them to charge the device or data transfer. This 
means the technology could be applied to things like 
fridges, microwaves, TVs, computers etc.

The patent focuses on searching nearby 
antennas that could help power devices, the same way a 
device finds available Wi-Fi hotspots. The patent 
documents read “The distances over which the wireless 
communication can be achieved is typically consistent 
with distances used for wireless electrical power transfer 
through the power transfer antenna.”economies, 
overtaking Brazil. 

www.ciol.com   March 17, 2017

PepsiCo gets Indian patent for wonder 
beverage preservative system

The Indra Nooyi-led US cola major PepsiCo has 
secured an Indian patent for its invention relating to a 
beverage preservative system. The system prevents 
spoilage by micro-organisms in a beverage within a 
sealed container for at least 16 weeks. Ujjwala G 
Haldankar, Assistant Controller of Patents & Designs, 
Mumbai Patent office, granted the patent to PepsiCo, 
after satisfying with the amendments carried out against 
the objections raised in the first examination report (FER) 
and the submissions during the subsequent hearing 
process.

The cola major submitted that the prime 
objective of the present invention was to provide new 
preservative systems for use in beverages as replacements 
for at least one currently used preservative that has 
detrimental health and environmental effects, or lack of 
sufficient stability.

www.financialexpress.com    March 17, 2017

Intellectual Property Rights: Patent 
grants jump by nearly half     

      The easing of the procedures for appraisal/grant of 

intellectual property rights (IPRs), announced in May 2016, 

has resulted in far quicker disposal of applications and 

reduced the backlog substantially. Grant of patents saw 

an increase of 48.5% in April-January (2016-17) compared 

with the year-ago period, while that of trademarks surged 

182%. This was even as IPR filings generally saw a flat year-

on-year growth.

 The big increase in the manpower with the patent 

department also contributed to the drive. The trend, 

according to analysts, signifies the government’s bid to 

address concerns over the allegedly tight patenting rules 

in the country by way of simplified procedures and 

efficient disposal of applications.

      www.financialexpress.com   March 3, 2017 
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         I am happy to present the next issue of the quarterly 

newsletter published by Patent Information Centre – 

Kerala of KSCSTE. The latest judgements, cases and 

information with regard to IPR are covered in the 

newsletter. The developments in the IP Administration/ 

System in the Country are also touched up in this. Extract 

of informative articles from the Journal of Traditional and 

Folklore Practices jointly published by JNTBGRI, 

KSCSTE and PIC-Kerala are also included in the 

newsletter. The IP awareness generation activities carried 

out by PIC-Kerala as well as the upcoming awareness 

programmes in the coming months expects to be beneficial 

for those interested. Readers are encouraged to comment 

and suggest on how we can make this newsletter more 

informative and useful. Please post your comments to 

patentcentre@gmail.com

Chief Editor

From Editor's Desk



Apple didn’t violate Chinese 
phonemaker’s patent, rules                 
Beijing court

A Beijing court has overturned a ruling that Apple’s 

iPhone 6 violated a Chinese manufacturer’s patent which 

saw the US tech giant ordered to cease selling the 

Smartphone in China. In May last year the Beijing 

intellectual property bureau had ruled that Apple violated 

design patents of Chinese maker Shenzhen Baili with its 

iPhone6 and iPhone 6 Plus, and would be barred from 

selling those models. Sales however were not suspended 

while Apple appealed against the administrative order.

Apple has already had intellectual property 

problems in China. In May 2016 a maker of “iphone” 

branded leather goods won a lawsuit filed by Apple as the 

court ruled Xintong Tiandi had registered the word as a 

trademark in 2007, while Apple smart phones did not 

officially go on sale in China until 2009.

       www.hindustantimes.com   Mar 25, 2017

Ilayaraja copyright notice to SP
Veteran singer S.P. Balasubrahmanyam has 

received a legal notice from music maestro Ilayaraja for 

belting out his compositions without his permission at 

concerts. Balasubrahmanyam, currently in the US as part 

of a world tour, said he would now render songs of other 

music composers following Ilayaraja's objections.

The 70-year-old singer, who has won the National 

Award many times, wrote a Facebook post terming the 

incident "unfortunate" and requested "all friends, music 

lovers and especially all media persons, not to make 

I.Raja-SPB issue sensational". The singer is fondly called 

"SPB" by fans.

Balasubrahmanyam said an attorney representing 

Ilayaraja had a few days ago sent the notices to him, his 

son Charan (playback singer and actor) and singer Chitra 

and to organisers of other concerts asking them to ensure 

the music director's compositions were not sung or played 

without his consent. The notice said if they continue to do 

so, it would amount to breaking the copyright law and he 

and his team would have to pay huge financial penalties 

and face legal action. 

     www.telegraphindia.com    March 20, 2017

India: The Trademark Rules, 2017

Draft of the Trademark (Amendment) Rules, 2015 

proposing amendment to Trade Marks Rules, 2002 was 

issued by Ministry of Commerce and Industry on 

November 19, 2015 and has finally come into force as of 

March 6, 2017 as the Trade Marks Rules, 2017 ("Rules").

In order to simplify and streamline the whole trademark 

filing and prosecution process the numbers of forms have 

been reduced from 75 to 8. Previous forms have been 

replaced by 8 consolidated forms. The enormous 

heightening in the expense is much more than the 

alterations proposed in 2015 which is very apparent. The 

highlight of the proposed amendment is more than 100% 

percent hike in the trademark filing fee.

                                     www.mondaq.com, March 24, 2017
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Delhi University photocopy case: Three 

publishers withdraw copyright suit 

against shop 
Putting to an abrupt end to a protracted legal 

battle which started four-and-half-year ago, Oxford 

University Press, Cambridge University Press and Taylor & 

Francis – in a joint statement said, “We have taken a 

considered decision not to pursue the Delhi University 

photocopy shop case further in the courts”.

In addition to withdrawing the case from the Delhi 

High Court, the publishers assured that it was not going to 

take up the issue before any other higher court, such as 

the Supreme Court of India. 

The publishers had alleged that the photocopy 

kiosk was causing huge financial losses as students had 

stopped buying their text books. The University of Delhi had 

argued that the Copyright Act, 1957 permits students and 

educational institutions to copy portions from any work for 

research and educational purpose.

The photocopy shop had argued that its activity 

does not affect the market for the publishers’ since it 

charges a nominal rate for its services. It had argued that 

the students cannot afford to buy all the books, extracts of 

which were mentioned in the syllabi prepared by the Delhi 

School of Economics

     www.hindustantimes.com   March 09, 2017

India sees rise in patent filings by 2% 

during April-November 
The number of patents filed by Indians across the 

country have increased by about two per cent to 8,273 

during the April-November this financial with government 

taking steps to promote Intellectual Property Rights (IPR).

However, filing of applications by foreigners have 

dipped to 21,142 in the nine months period as against 

23,105 during the same period previous year. In the 

sidelines, the Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman launched an Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 

Enforcement Toolkit for Police which will enable the police 

officials across the country in dealing with IP crimes, 

specifically Trade Marks counterfeiting and Copyrights 

piracy. In addition to details of offences under various 

laws, it also provides for checklists for registering a 

complaint and conducting search and seizures.

The toolkit has been jointly prepared by Cell for IPR 

Promotion and Management (CIPAM) and Federation of 

Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). It will 

be provided to all state police departments across the 

country. In order to strengthen the Enforcement 

mechanism, CIPAM has also organized seven batches of 

training programmes for officials in Andhra Pradesh.

    www.pressreader.com  January 05, 2017



Ancient knowledge hub faces                   
grim future

The Traditional Knowledge Database Library (TKDL), 
a marquee organisation of the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research that has fought bio piracy for decades, 
will cease to exist in its current form. It has no committed 
funds beyond March, most its workforce has been fired 
and these staffers are litigating against CSIR. It will no 
longer be an organisation that once pro-actively scouted 
for intellectual property infringements by Indian and 
foreign companies on traditional knowledge in areas.

TKDL is an online repository of about 300,000 
formulations from Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani systems. 
Over two decades, the body translated, scanned and 
digitised texts from their Sanskrit, Arabic and Urdu originals. 
This was then made searchable, allowing patent offices in 
India, Europe, the United States, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia and Japan to check if patent 
applicants of herbal concoctions, creams and drugs were 
basing their claims on available traditional knowledge. A 
match usually forms a strong case for a patent claim to be 
rejected.

Even before TKDL opened, India overturned patents 
in the U.S. and Europe on neem and turmeric products. 
Between 2009 and 2015, 219 patents were denied to 
Indian and foreign companies based on TKDL's 
challenges, including Unilever, Colgate-Palmolive, 
Avesthagen, the government’s Central Council for 
Research in Unani Medicine, and Yale University in the U.S.

               www.thehindu.com  March 24, 2017

Record Year for International Patent 
Applications in 2016; Strong Demand 
Also for Trademark and Industrial 
Design Protection 

Overall, applicants based in the United States 

maintained their number one ranking for the 39th year 

running, accounting for roughly a quarter (24.3%) of the 

233,000 applications filed under WIPO’s Patent 

Cooperation Treaty (PCT) in 2016 – itself a 7.3 percent year-

on-year increase  – followed by applicants in Japan 

(19.4%) and China (18.5%), with the latter driving the 

overall growth in demand. Digital communications and 

computer technology showed the greatest activity by 

sector.

 Similar to the PCT, demand grew by 7.2 percent for 

WIPO’s international trademark filing service (Madrid 

System), which saw 52,550 applications, while the number 

of industrial designs handled by WIPO’s Hague System rose 

13.9 percent to 18,716 – it is the seventh year in a row of 

growth in all three WIPO filing systems, which save filers 

time and money.

In 2016, U.S.-based applicants filed 56,595 PCT 

applications, followed by applicants from Japan (45,239) 

and China (43,168), which has posted double-digit growth 

each year since 2002. If this current trend continues, China 

will overtake the U.S. within two years as the largest user of 

the PCT System

  www.wipo.int  March 15, 2017

Nilambur teak set to enter elite club 
of products with GI tag

Nilambur teak, internationally known for its superior 

quality and elegant appearance, will soon be added to 

the list of Kerala produces with the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. The effort to obtain the GI status for this 

unique timber variety, pioneered by the IPR (Intellectual 

Property Rights) Cell of the Kerala Agricultural University 

(KAU) with the support of the Nilambur Teak Heritage 

Society, the Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI) and the 

Department of Forests, is set to bear fruit.

It was the Britishers who identified the superior quality 

of teak from Nilambur plantations and forests. Later, the 

region became the major supplier of quality teak in 

theGlobal appeal. The Nilambur-Shoranur Railway line 

was laid for transporting the teak logs.

The preparations for registering Nilambur teak were 

initiated with a workshop of stakeholders organised by 

KAU in 2013. The application for GI registration was 

submitted to the GI Registry, Chennai, in December 2015. 

The modalities completed the formality of bestowing the 

GI tag on Nilambur teak is expected at the next sitting of 

the Registry, according to KAU sources. Members of 

Nilambur Teak Heritage Society, Coordinator of KAU’s IPR 

Cell and experts from the College of Forestry have been 

asked to attend the sitting at the GI Registry, scheduled for 

the end of February.

              www.thehindu.com  Feb 10, 2017
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Bandar laddu gets GI  
Bandar laddu has been registered in the 

Geographical Indication Registry in food category. The 

Brundavanapura Bandar Laddu Manufacturer’s Welfare 

Association led by its president Gowra Venkateswara Rao 

of Mallayya Sweets has been credited in earning the GI 

tag for the ‘Bandar Laddu’.

At least 250 families are engaged in the craft of 

making the laddu in Machilipatnam. Bengal gram flour, 

jaggery syrup and ghee are basic ingredients that are 

used to prepare the sweet. From now, the Bandar laddu 

will get a new logo that was accepted by the 

Geographical Indication Registry authorities. According 

to an affidavit submitted by the Mr. Venkateswara Rao, 

annually 10,000 kg of laddu is being exported to U.S., 

U.A.E., and European countries

    www.thehindu.com  March 29, 2017

India, China team up against West’s 
pressure on drug patent norms 

India, China, Brazil and South Africa are attempting 

to counter a push by the US and EU for more stringent 

global intellectual property rules. The four countries have 

called for intensive discussions at the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) on a United Nations report 

recommending rigorous definition of invention and criteria 

for granting of pharmaceutical patents.

India has been facing immense pressure from 

members such as the US and the EU to change its IPR 
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regime. The top demand is that it should drop a provision in 

its law (Section 3d), which disallows grant of patent if a 

new form of a known substance does not result in the 

enhancement of the known efficacy of that substance. 

The US has been continuously putting India in its ‘priority 

watch’ list of countries with lax IPR rules in its unilateral 

annual assessment of its trading partners. 

While Indian IPR laws are in line with the WTO’s TRIPS 

agreement, countries such as the US and Switzerland are 

trying to make a case for non-violation complaints to be 

allowed under the TRIPS agreement. If this is allowed, it 

would mean members can file cases against each other if 

they feel that another government’s action or a specific 

situation has deprived it of an expected benefit, even if 

the TRIPS agreement has not been violated.

www.thehindubusinessline.com  March 7, 2017

FROM THE JOURNAL OF ‘TRADITIONAL 
AND FOLK PRACTICES’ JOINTLY 
PUBLISHED BY KSCSTE AND JNTBGRI

‘Ethnomedicine for diarrhoea and dysentery by the tribes 
of Srikakulam district, Andhra Pradesh’

Diarrhoea is usually a symptom of gastrointestinal 
infection and this can be caused by a variety of bacterial, 
viral or other parasitic organism. Srikakulam, a district in 
Andhra Pradesh, possess considerably high density of 
tribal population in hilly and forest areas. The paper deals 
with 65 species of plants covering 58 genera under 43 
families used by the tribes for curing diarrhea and 
dysentery. 

‘Can local health tradition and tribal medicines strengthen 
Ayurveda? Case study 2 – Trichopus zeylanicus ssp. 
travancoricus Burkill ex Narayanan’

Arogyapacha, taxonomically identified as 
Trichopus zeylanicus has been traditionally used by the 
Kani tribe as an antifatigue and stamina boosting herbal 
drug. The plant, though not mentioned in classical 
Ayurvedic texts has been equated as Varahi, one of the 
divine drugs by Ayurvedic scholars. This article provides 
scientific evidence to the therapeutic efficacy of this herb 
and strongly feels that Trichopus zeylanicus ssp. 
travancoricus merit listing under Ayurvedic drugs and 
should be included in the Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia of 
India

‘Antihepatoxic effect of ethanolic extract of Pellionia 
heyneana Wedd., leaf on paracetamol induced liver 
damage in Wistar rats’

Cholanaikan are the most primitive, vanishing and 
diminutive tribal community of Kerala State. Pellionia 

B. V. A. Ramarao Naidu & T. V. V. Seetharami Reddi

V. George, T. P. Ijinu, M A Chithra & P. Pushpangadan

V. Vilash, S. R. Suja, P. G. Latha, A. L. Aneeshkumar, Ragesh 
R. Nair and S. Rajasekharan

N
e
w

s
 L

e
t
t
e
r

N
e
w

s
 L

e
t
t
e
r

Disclaimer: 

The views expressed in the IPR News column of the newsletter 
are not necessarily those of the KSCSTE or its Institutions.

heyneana Wedd. Leaf has been used by the tribe as 
traditional medicine to enhance general health, immunity 
and also to treat various liver ailments. The article looks into 
the scientific evaluation of antihepatotoxic activity of P. 
heyneana crude ethanolic leaf extract (PHLE) carried out 
on paracetamol induced liver damage in Wistar rats.

‘ABS – Unlocking the opportunities’

Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) deals with the 
sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic 
resources in a fair and equitable way. International 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) recognized the 
rights of countries, through their national governments 
and has put forth a set of rules and principles governing 
the use of genetic resource and associated traditional 
knowledge. In India, the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and 
Rules, 2004 governs the access to various biological 
resources and sharing the benefits accrued. This paper 
discusses on various international policies related to ABS, 
resource mobilization and conservation of bioresearches, 
operationalization mechanism of ABS, etc. This paper also 
focuses on role of Biodiversity Management Committees 
(BMCs) on various aspects of Benefit sharing, 
development of sustainable livelihood approach etc.

‘Traditional health practices for reproductive disorders 
from Gadchiroli district, Maharashtra, India

Gadchiroli district is situated on eastern side of 

Maharashta. The tribal population in this district is about 

38.3% of the total population. Survey for the traditional 

health practices of the district was carried out during 2010-

2012. It resulted in documenting health practices 

pertaining to 61 types of disorders and ailments. 

Information was collected from 84 local Vaidus. Out of 

these 9 are disorders and ailments of reproductive system 

for which about 31 treatments using 31 plant species were 

found to be in practice. The study documented the plant 

species, their parts used and the mode of use to treat 

reproductive disorders.

‘Constraints encountered by the fish farmers while 

adopting indigenous practices’

Indigenous knowledge is acquired by local people 

through accumulation of experiences, informal 

experiments and intimate understanding of the 

environment in a given culture. Field survey was carried 

out in the Nagaon district of central Assam to identify the 

constraints face by the indigenous fish farmers while 

adopting indigenous technical knowledge in fisheries. The 

study identified and ranked nine constraints as perceived 

by the indigenous fish farmers and documented three 

popular suggestions perceived by them to overcome the 

constraints to save and conserve the Indigenous 

Traditional Knowledge (ITK).

Preetha Nilayangode, Dinesan Cheruvat, K. P. Laladhas 
and Oommen V Oommen.

P. Y. Bhogaonkar and P. N. Saudagar.

Biswarup Saha and Rajita Devi
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    Seminars/ Workshops/ Exhibitions/ Lectures/ Talks organized
During the period January – March, 2017, PIC-Kerala organized 10 IPR awareness 
Workshops/Seminars/Exhibitions/Lectures/Talks in different parts of the State. The details of 
the programmes organized are as follows;
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Exhibition on Intellectual Property Rights’
In connection with the National Science Exhibition conducted as part of the ‘29th Kerala Science Congress’, held at 

Marthoma College, Thiruvalla, from 26th - 30th January, 2017, PIC-Kerala arranged a stall to provide IPR related information 

and services to the visitors. The display boards and study materials on IPR were exhibited.  Around 1000 people including 

Students and Faculty from various Colleges, Scientists, Researchers, Govt. officials and General public visited the stall.                    

Workshop on ‘Intellectual Property Rights’ at Kolenchery
 PIC-Kerala in association with St. Peter’s College Kolenchery, organized a one day Workshop on "An Insight to 

Intellectual Property Rights" at St. Peter’s College Kolenchery on 21st March, 2017. There were three technical sessions in the 

Workshop and it was lead by eminent speakers in the field of IPR. Around 75 participants including Students and Faculty from 

the College participated in the Workshop. 

Workshop on ‘Patent rules, Patent drafting and IPR Development at Kottayam
 PIC-Kerala in association with Saintgits College of Engineering, Kottayam, organized a one day Workshop on “Patent rules, 

Patent drafting and IPR Development “at Saintgits College of Engineering, Kottayam, on21st January 2017. Adv. Benoy 

Kadavan, Trademark Attorney & Advocate, High Court of Kerala inaugurated the Workshop. The technical sessions in the 

Workshop were experts in IPR. Around 70 participants including Students and Faculty from the College participated in the 

Workshop.
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Shri. Arun Alfred, Project Scientist PIC- Kerala,
interacting with the visitors 

   A view of the Stall 

   Adv. Febin James, Trademark Attorney 
   delivering his lecture    A  View of participants

   Shri. Safikh S., Technical Officer, KSCSTE delivering 
   the Keynote Address    

   A  View of participants
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Seminar on Intellectual Property Rights at Punalur
PIC-Kerala in association with Sree Narayana College, Punalur organized a one day National Seminar on "Intellectual 

Property Rights" at Sree Narayana College, Punalur on 22nd February 2017. Shri. A.K.Gopakumar, District Judge, MACT, 

Punalur, inaugurated the Seminar. Shri. V.P.Balagangadharan, Former Brahmaprakash Scientist, VSSC delivered the 

Keynote Address.  The technical sessions were handled by IPR experts. Around 80 participants including Students and 

Faculty from the College participated in the Seminar.                    

Workshop on ‘Role of IPR on Innovation and Start ups’ at Attingal 
PIC-Kerala in association with Rajadhani Institute of Engineering and Technology, Attingal organized a one day 

thWorkshop on ‘Role of IPR on Innovation and Start ups’ at Rajadhani Institute of Engineering and Technology, Attingal on 9  

March, 2017. Shri. V.P. Balagangadharan, Former Brahmaprakash Scientist, VSSC inaugurated the Workshop. The technical 

sessions were handled by experts in IPR.  Around 60 Students from the College participated in the Workshop.                  

   A view of Participants   A view from the inaugural function 

   Shri. V.P.Balagangadharan delivering his lecture    Shri. Afsar S making his presentation  

   A view of Participants
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