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thInternational IP Index: India attains 36  
position  

India has made a major shift in the 2019 International 

Intellectual Property (IP) Index by improving its position to 

36, the highest ever, from last year’s position of 44. The U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce’s Global Innovation Policy 

Center (GIPC) has been releasing the International IP 

Index every year. This is the 7th edition, which covers 50 

World economies. Forty five unique indicators covering 8 

categories of IP protection were assessed of these 

economies. The improvement is due to the initiatives/ 

reforms taken on this area that better align India’s IP 

environment with the international IP system including its 

entry in to the International treaties, incentives for the 

startups/small and medium enterprises and the 

administrative measures taken to clear the backlogs of IP 

applications. India’s overall score of 36.04 in 2019 marked 

an increase of 19.89% as compared to the last years’ score 

of 30.07.  

India has taken several important steps to improve its IP 

system in 2018. The main developments in 2018 include its 

accession to the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO) Internet Treaties and the agreement on a patent 

prosecution highway (PPH) with Japan. This helped the 

innovators in both countries. The Patent Rules 2003 was 

amended to allow for expedited examination of patent 

applications from PCT applicants and start-ups. India is 

one of the leading countries which provide incentives for 

the small and medium enterprises/ start ups. Reduced 

filing fees for the start up and technical/legal assistance for 

them through facilitators, etc, resulted in the increase in 

the position of the Country.  

India’s key areas of strength identified include 

Accession to WIPO Internet Treaties, New pilot PPH 

program with the JPO, Generous R&D and IP-based 

incentives, Strong awareness on the negative impact of 

piracy and counterfeiting, etc. Barriers to licensing and 

technology transfer, limitation on the protection of 

biopharmaceutical IPs, lengthy pre-grant opposition 

proceedings, etc, were identified as the key areas of 

weakness.  

www.economictimes.indiatimes.com, February 08, 2019
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12 percent increase in the grant of 
patents during April - December FY’ 19: 
DPIIT

As per the official data, during April – December (2018-

’19), 10,036 patents were granted by the Patent Office, 

which shows rise of 12% as compared to last year. This can 

be attributed to the measures taken by the Ministry of 

Industries and Commerce to streamline the patent 

prosecution process. The Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), under the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, reported that Indian IP Office 

has made changes for effectively disposing the IP 

applications by increasing their manpower and makes the 

process paperless. During the same period in 2017-’18, 

only 8,940 patents were granted by the Patent Office. 

A total of 61,768 patent applications were examined 

during the above period, which witnessed an increase of 

51 percent as compared to April - December (2017-’18). 

Similarly, filing of trademarks in the review period touched 

2,47,615 which shows rise of 27 per cent against 1,95,705 

during the same period in 2017-‘18.  With the hiring of more 

manpower and streamlining of patent process, the 

backlogs of applications in the IP Offices are expected to 

be cleared in the near future and the time frame for the 

grant of IP rights can be reduced considerably.  

www.economictimes.com, March 08, 2019

GI Tag adds sweetness to Marayoor 
Jaggery

 The Marayoor Jaggery, the traditional and handmade 

product from the Idukki district, has received the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the GI Registry, 

Chennai. The GI tag is obtained as a result of the initiatives 

taken by the Intellectual Property Rights Cell of Kerala 

Agricultural University from 2016 onwards. The GI 

application was filed in the Registry in March, 2018. The 

Jaggery, which is produced in Marayoor and Kanthalloor 

Panchayaths, is made of sugarcane and no chemicals 

are added. The peculiarity of the water, soil and the 
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9,100 patents for tech giant IBM in 2018, 
second highest contributor in India

IBM reported that they have got 9,100 patents in the 

year 2018 especially in the areas of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI), Cloud Computing and Cyber Security. IBM inventors 

from India received over 800 patents, the second highest 

contributor to the global record tally. Having more than 

4000 patents, IBM is the top Industry in terms of number of 

AI, cloud computing, security and quantum computing-

related patents. They developed an AI-based approach 

for structured representation and classification of noisy 

and unstructured data in tickets used in service delivery. 

Ticket analysis helps create problem diagnostics, 

prediction of outages and prevention of issues in service 

delivery, for example for help desks. It is committed to 

leading the way on technologies that change the way the 

world works and solving problems which many people 

have not even thought of yet, IBM chairman, president 

and CEO Ginni Rometty said. 

www.economictimes.indiatimes.com January 08, 2019 

Five Indian Coffee varieties accorded           
GI tag 

Five varieties of Coffees including Coorg Arabica 

Coffee, Wayanad Robusta Coffee, Chikmagalur Arabica 

Coffee, Araku Valley Arabica Coffee and Bababudangiris 

Arabica Coffee were granted Geographical Indication 

tag by the GI Registry.

Coorg Arabica Coffee is grown specifically in Kodagu 

district in Karnataka. Wayanad Robusta Coffee grown in 

Wayanad under unique elevation and shade possess very 

unique aroma and flavour and hence has its own 

reputation. They are known for being softish to neutral in 

cup, full-bodied, with a very intense aroma and a hint of 

chocolate. They are most suitable for blending with 

Arabica and used for preparing espresso coffee. 

Chikmagalur Arabica Coffee and Bababudangiris 

Arabica Coffee are both grown in Chikmagalur district, 

Karnataka which is also known as the birthplace of coffee 

in the country. 

www.hindu.com, March 15, 2019 

Apple owes Qualcomm $31 million for 
Patent Infringement

G Mobile phone Chip-maker Qualcomm is seeking 

nearly $31 million as damages from Apple for infringing 

their patents. Qualcomm claims that Apple has used their 

three patented technologies on its iphone without their 

permission, CNET reported.  Qualcomm says that the 

figure is based on $1.40 per allegedly infringed iPhone.

One patent is for a technology which makes the smart 

phone automatically connected to the internet once 

switched on. Another patent related to graphics 

processing and battery life while the third patent relates to 

easy download of data by the apps in the phone. The 

report says that even though the damages claimed is not 

a big amount for Apple, the victory over Apple will help 

Qualcomm to establish reputation as a potential 

chipmaker.  

www.livemint.com, March 09, 2019

Samsung in the leader board for most 
number of Self driving car patents.

As per the data from the European Patent Office, 

Samsung tops the list with 624 patents for self driving cars, 

followed by US IT company Intel with 590. Qualcomm held 

361 patents followed by LG Electronics and Bosch with 348 

and 343 respectively. 3998 patents were filed in European 

Patent Office for self driving cars in 2017, which is more 

than threefold from 922 in 2011.  

www.economictimes.indiatimes.com, January 01, 2019 

Patent review time to be reduced by 
China by 15 percent 

China’s Xinhua news agency reported that China 

plans to reduce the patent review time by at least 15 

percent in 2019. It is also reported that the trademark 

review time will be reduced to within 5 months. 

Gan Shaoning, Deputy Head of National Intellectual 

Property Administration made this remarks at the 20th 

China Development Forum. This will strengthen the 

intellectual property system in the Country by optimizing 

the mechanisms governing intellectual property, raising 

the costs for IP infringements, and treating all market 

entities as equals in terms of IP protection.

https://in.reuters.com, March 23, 2019

climate in the region make the Jaggery tastier than those 

from other placess.

Sweetest sugarcane from Marayoor is used for the 

production of Jaggery and no harmful chemicals are 

added. The Jaggery is non salty in taste and possesses 

superior quality. The Jaggery is also used in the production 

of Ayurvedic medicines. The Jaggery is produced in a 

traditional way based on the traditional knowledge. 

The Marayoor Jaggery got the GI tag after two years of 

effort by the Agricultural Department. The GI tag will 

“provide more opportunities to the traditional sugarcane 

farmers in Marayoor,” said V.S Sunilkumar Agricultural 

Minister of Kerala. The farmers there hope to get increased 

market prices for their Jaggery now with GI tag and also 

curb the production of fake jaggery under its name

www.hindu.com, March 28, 2019
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Copyright Registration must, to file 
Lawsuits -U.S. Supreme Court

The U.S. Supreme Court held that bringing a lawsuit for 

copyright infringement requires that the infringed work 

shall be registered copyright with the U.S. Copyright 

Office, and that a mere filing of application  will not 

suffice. This decision was made in the case of Fourth Estate 

Public Benet Corporation v. Wall-Street.com.

The Court opined that granting of copyright 

registration by the Copyright Office stands valid, rather 

than the applicant’s claim for registration. This decision 

makes it mandatory that the owners of creative works shall 

register copyright, in order to initiate actions against 

infringement. Since, the time frame for getting the 

copyright registration is more, this judgement may affect 

the owners of the works which were infringed. On the 

same day, in the case between Rimini Street, Inc. v. Oracle 

USA, Inc., the Supreme Court held that “full costs” of the 

Copyright Act does not permit the appellate court to 

grant litigation costs past those identified by Congress. 

www. mandourlaw.com/blog  

Irish food chain Supermacs wins over  
Mc Donald’s in trademark case

The European Regulators had revoked McDonald's 

trademark registration for ‘Big Mac’ in the case filed by 

Ireland-based fast-food chain Supermac’s. The Court 

pointed that the Mc Donald’s had not proven any 

genuine use of it over the five years prior to the case being 

lodged in 2017. The ruling allows all other companies 

including McDonald's to use the Big Mac name in the 

European Union. According to Supermac's, they can now 

expand their business and open restaurants in the United 

Kingdom and Europe. They said even though they didn’t 

had any product named Big Mac, but that McDonald's 

had used the similarity of the two names to block the Irish 

chain's expansion.

www.reuters.com. January 16 2019

Disclaimer: 

The views expressed in the IPR News of the newsletter are not 

necessarily those of the KSCSTE or its Institutions.

    IPR Awareness Programmes conducted during the first quarter of 2019  
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PHOTO GALLERY

Dr. K.C. Sunny, Vice Chancellor, NUALS 

inaugurating the IPR Seminar at Mar Athanasius 
ndCollege of on 22  March, 2019

         

  

Engineering 

Prof. Jippu Jacob, Professor & IPR Cell 
Co-ordinator, Amal Jyothi College of Engineering, 
Kanjirapally, delivering his lecture in the 
IPR Seminar at Sree Buddha College of Engineering,

th Alappuzha on 29  January, 2019

         

  

Adv. Febin James, Trademark Attorney & Partner,
 Legalites IP Services, Thrissur, handling his session 
in the IPR Seminar at MSM College, 

thKayamkulam on 28  January, 2019  
         

  

Shri .V. P. Balagangadharan, Former
Brahmaprakash Scientist, VSSC 
delivering his lecture in the IPR Seminar at   

thUniversity of Kerala on 26  March, 2019.
         

  

Shri. R.S.Praveen Raj, Senior Scientist, 
CSIR -NIIST, Trivandrum, 
delivering his lecture in the IPR Seminar at 
Sree Buddha College of Engineering, 

thAlappuzha on 29  January, 2019
         

  

View of participants of the 
IPR Seminar at MSM College, 

thKayamkulam on 28  January, 2019
         

  

Dr. Ajit Prabhu V., Chief Scientist, 
KSCSTE & Nodal Officer, PIC-Kerala 
delivering his lecture in the IPR Seminar at 
Mar Athanasius College of 

ndon 22  March, 2019
         

  

Engineering

Dr. Bismi Gopalakrishnan, Dean & Professor, 
School of Indian Legal Thought, M.G. University 
delivering her lecture in the IPR Seminar at  

th University of Kerala on 26  March, 2019
         

  

View of participants of the 
IPR Workshop at Mercy College, 

thPalakkad on 25  March, 2019
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