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Global Innovation Index 2016 released
The Global Innovation Index 2016 Winning with 

Global Innovation, is the result of collaboration between 
Cornell University, INSEAD, World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) and their Knowledge Partners. 
Published annually since 2007, the GII is now a leading 
benchmarking tool for business executives, policy makers 
and others seek insight into the state of innovation around 
the world. China's top-25 entry marks the first time a 
middle-income country has joined the highly developed 
economies that have historically dominated the top of the 
Global Innovation Index (GII) throughout its nine years of 
surveying the innovative capacity of 100-plus countries 
across the globe. 

India (GII 2016 rank – 66), is the top-ranked 
economy in Central and Southern Asia, showing particular 
strengths in tertiary education and R&D, including global 
R&D intensive firms, the quality of its universities and 
scientific publications, its market sophistication and ICT 
service exports where it ranks first in the world. India also 
over-performs in innovation relative to its GDP. It ranks 
second on innovation quality amongst middle-income 
economies, overtaking Brazil. 

Top Rankings

1. Switzerland (Number 1 in 2015)
2. Sweden (3)
3. United Kingdom (2)
4. United States of America (5)
5. Finland (6)
6. Singapore (7)
7. Ireland (8)
8. Denmark (10)
9. Netherlands (4)
10. Germany (12)

                      www.wipo.int   August 15, 2016

New IPR policy retains access to                 
cheap drugs      

th      The Government on India on 12  May 2016 released 
the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy. The 
Policy, to be reviewed every five years, aims to push IPR as 
a marketable financial asset, promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship,affordable prices. Though the U.S. 
concerns include the “rejections” of patent applications 
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for innovative pharmaceutical products due to 
“unpredictable” application of Section 3(d) of the 
(Indian) Patents Act, Mr. Arun Jaitley, Union Finance 
Minister clarified that the policy will ensure that no 
changes are made in Section 3 (d) (which prevents ever-
greening of drug patents) and the patent-disabling 
Compulsory Licensing regime. Government sources said 
the changes in the laws will be those relating to the Rules 
on patents, trademarks, copyrights and other IPRs, but the 
changes will not go beyond India's commitments at the 
WTO-level. To ensure strong and effective IPR laws, the 
Policy states India will engage constructively in the 
negotiation of international treaties and agreements in 
consultation with stakeholders.

       www.thehindu.com May 13, 2016 

         I am happy to present the first issue of the quarterly 

newsletter published by Patent Information Centre – 

Kerala of KSCSTE.  Innovation is recognized as a central 

driver of economic growth and development. Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR) plays a significant role in the 

present knowledge area, by recognising and protecting the 

technological innovations and creations, which are very 

essential for fostering economic growth and enhancing 

global competitiveness. The newsletter fills the long 

standing gap between the patent information and the 

stakeholders of intellectual property rights. The latest 

news and developments in the area of IPR as well as the 

IPR promotional activities carried out by PIC-Kerala are 

covered in the newsletter. Extracts of articles from the 

Journal of Traditional and Folklore Practices jointly 

published by JNTBGRI, KSCSTE and PIC-Kerala also 

find place in the newsletter. Readers are encouraged to 

comment and suggest on how we can make this newsletter 

more informative and useful. Please post your comments 

to patentcentre@gmail.com. 

Chief Editor

From Editor's Desk



Now, a 'tatkal' system to expedite 
patent examination

The government has amended rules and 
introduced several measures including a system similar to 
'tatkal', to expedite examination of patent applications by 
start-ups as well as entities choosing India for the first filing 
of patent. This comes in the backdrop of 2.37 lakh patent 
applications pending in the country. The government, 
incidentally, is aiming to bring down the time period for 
initial examination of patent applications from the present 
5-7 years to 18 months by March 2018. Under the 'tatkal'- 
like system, applicants can opt for the 'expedited 
examination'- route on the grounds that they have chosen 
India as the competent International Searching Authority 
or International Preliminary Examining Authority in the 
corresponding international application, and file their 
applications first in India. The 'expedited examination'-
route is also available to all entities that qualify as a start-up 
as per the definition for start-up provided in the Patent 
Rules. The applications for this route have to be filed only 
electronically. The move is to popularize India as a patent 
filing hub so that more companies file applications in India. 
Now many applications for the initial examination are filed 
abroad, in places like Europe, the US or Japan," said Rajiv 
Aggarwal, Joint Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion – the nodal government body on most 
Intellectual Property Rights, including patents. Under the 
'expedited examination' route, the fees for individuals and 
start-ups have been fixed at Rs.8,000, while for small firms it 
is Rs.25,000 and for large companies, the fee is Rs.60,000.

                 www.thehindu.com May 18, 2016

India calls for flexibilities in IPR to 

combat AIDS 
With over 80 per cent of the affordable and quality 

antiretroviral drugs used globally to treat AIDS supplied by 

Indian pharmaceutical industry, India has sought 

flexibilities in IPR under a global trade agreement to back 

its endeavour of ending the deadly disease by 2030. "We 

are well aware of the role that generic pharmaceutical 

manufacturers from India have played in initiating 

antiretroviral (ARV) treatment for over 17 million people by 

providing affordable and high quality ARV drugs. We will 

continue to provide this support to the global community 

in ending AIDS by 2030," Minister for Health and Family 

Welfare JP Nadda said at a panel discussion on the 

sidelines of the high level General Assembly meeting on 

HIV/AIDS. Nadda told the panel that it is largely because 

of the "pioneering efforts" of India's pharmaceutical 

industry that it can even visualise putting 90 per cent of 

People Living with HIV (PLHIV) on treatment. "India's role as 

the pharmacy of the world is well recognised globally, and 

high quality affordable generics from India have saved 

millions of lives globally," 

    economictimes.indiatimes.com  10 Jun, 2016

Start-ups can now take care of their IPR 
assets without bureaucratic red tape 

To improve ease of doing business, Commerce and 

Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said a start- up would 

now need only a certificate of recognition from the 

government to avail IPR-related benefits. Earlier, a 

budding entrepreneur had to go through an elaborate 

process of approaching an inter-ministerial board to 

procure the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) benefits.  "A 

start-up would now require only a certificate of 

recognition from the Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion (DIPP) and would not be required to be 

examined by the inter-ministerial board, as was being 

done earlier. This is one rapid change that we have 

brought in," she said here at the 'Start-up India States' 

Conference'. 

  economictimes.indiatimes.com Jul 23, 2016

India: UGC directs all the major varsities 
to offer IPR as an elective subject

The University Grants Commission, while 
reiterating the importance of Intellectual Property Rights, 
has asked universities to offer it as a generic elective 
subject under the Choice Based Credit System. In a letter 
to universities, UGC secretary, Jaspal S Sandhu said that 
creations of mind such as inventions, designs for industrial 
articles, literary, artistic work, symbols, names and images, 
etc., are protected by Intellectual Property rights. The 
letter also stated that IPRs should be protected to 
encourage the creator and also striking a balance 
between the innovators and public interest by creating 

awareness where creativity can flourish.
Keeping in view the importance of IPR which 

recognizes the work of the creator, the universities are 
requested to devise, through academic council, inclusion 
of IPR as a generic elective subject under the Choice 
Based Credit System (CBCS) in their universities and all 
other affiliated colleges.

      indianexpress.com July 18, 2016

Uttarakhand tejpatta (sweet bay leaf) 
gets GI tag

The famed Uttarakhand tejpatta, a popular spice 

used extensively in the hilly cuisine, has been awarded a 

geographical indication (GI) certificate by the Chennai-

based Geographical Indications Registry, making it the 

first product indigenous to the state to have made it to the 

GI list which features 261 products from across the country. 

Over a thousand metric tonnes of tejpatta (Cinnamomum 

tamala) is produced in the state every year, mainly in the 

districts of Nainital, Chamoli, Tehri, Bageshwar, Almora, 

Pithoragarh, and Champawat. Grown at a height of 1,000 

to 2,200 metres, tejpatta from Uttarakhand is also known 

as the sweet bay leaf in the national and international 

market. Besides being used in cooking, tejpatta finds a 

place in ayurvedic and herbal medicinal preparations. 

Experts believe that the GI certificate to tejpatta is set to 

benefit over 10,000 farmers involved in its production in the 

state as dry leaves of the tree, which sell for Rs 60 to Rs 65 

per kg, are expected to now fetch Rs 150 to Rs 200 per kg. 

Currently, tejpatta from the state is sold by traders from 

Tanakpur, Haldwani, Ramnagar, and Rishikesh to Delhi, 

Mumbai, and Punjab.
                           timesofindia.indiatimes.com   Jun 6, 2016
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TCS wins the National Intellectual 
Property Award 2016

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), a leading global IT 
services, consulting and business solutions organization 
won the prestigious National Intellectual Property Award 
2016. In addition, both the Indian Intellectual Property 
Office and the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) have jointly conferred on TCS the WIPO Award for 
Innovative Enterprise.

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon'ble Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, Govt of India, presented both 
the awards to TCS at a function organized by the Indian 
Intellectual Property Office and Confederation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CII)

                 www.dnaindia.com - 26 Apr 2016

National IP Award 2016: IIT Kharagpur 
- Top Indian Academic Institution for 
Patents 

IIT Kharagpur has received the National Intellectual 
Property Award conferred by Indian Intellectual Property 
Office. The Institute was awarded in the category of 'Top 
Indian Academic Institution for Patents'. Prof. Goutam 
Saha, Professor In-charge of Intellectual Property Rights at 
IIT Kharagpur, who was present on this occasion said, "To 
simplify the process of patent filing by students as well as 
professors, IIT Kharagpur has instituted an IP portal based 
submission for invention disclosures. This follows a strict 
internal evaluation along the line of four verticals as in 
Indian Patent Office. Patent clinics and workshops are 
conducted at regular interval within the institute. Besides 
technology transfer activities, there are sponsored 
projects and consultancy works that bank on the IP 
generated at IIT Kharagpur. 

The Indian Intellectual property office confers 
national intellectual property awards on outstanding 
innovators, organisations and companies in the fields of 
patents, designs, trademarks, and geographical 
indications on the occasion of World IP Day every year. 
The National IP Award carries an amount of Rs 1,00,000,  a 
citation and a memento.

    economictimes.indiatimes.com  Apr 09, 2016

IBM patents Google Glass-like night 
vision eyewear 

US tech giant IBM has patented an eye wear like 

Google Glass that will have red-eyed night vision 

capabilities, a media report said. Although not promising 

a true night vision, the device is described in the patent to 

improve sight under low light by tricking the brain to focus 

on high-contrast imagery.

"IBM's Google Glass modifications include a sensor 

and 'a comparator device' designed to detect and 

contrast light intensity. When the light intensity drops below 

a set level, pair of projectors -- one for each eye -- bathe 

the user's eyes in red light," a report in International Business 

Times (UK) said. The patent claims the effect is similar to 

that of dark rooms used in photography or the red-tinted 

glasses worn by some airline pilots

  timesofindia.indiatimes.com Jun 20, 2016

Star Sports v. Prasar Bharati  
(Supreme Court)

The Supreme Court ruled that broadcasters 
broadcasting sporting events of national importance 
must provide ‘clean’ feeds to Prasar Bharati. The issue in 
this case revolved around interpreting Section 3 of the 
Sports Broadcasting Signals (Mandatory Sharing with 
Prasar Bharati) Act, 2007 (“Act”) and Sports Broadcasting 
Signals (Mandatory Sharing with Prasar Bharati) Rules, 2007 
(“Rules”).

The purpose of the Act is to ensure access to a larger 
audience of listeners/viewers of sporting events of 
national importance. The Act seeks to achieve this 
objective by putting in place a statutory license system 
whereby the broadcasters (who owns the broadcast 
reproduction rights under Section 37 of the Copyright Act, 
1957) of such sporting events are required to mandatorily 
share broadcasting signals with Prasar Bharati, for which, 
Prasar Bharati shares a part of its advertisement revenue 
with the broadcaster. Through this judgement, the court 
not only requires the broadcaster to share ‘clean’ feeds to 
P rasar  Bharat i  i .e .  w i thout  any commerc ia l  
advertisements, but also turns the licensing system upside 
down. The court has held that if the broadcaster provides 
feeds with on-screen-ads, then it is the broadcaster who is 
required to pay Prasar Bharati from its share of 
advertisement revenues. Therefore, Prasar Bharati from its 
share of advertisement revenues. Therefore, Prasar Bharati 
not only benefits from – i) the live signal, ii) its own ad 
revenues but also iii) earns a share of the broadcaster’s 
advertisement revenues. The basis on which this 
compulsory payment is to be calculated remains unclear 
because broadcasters do not directly earn any revenue 
from the on-screen-ads

              www.spicyip.com   August 9, 2016
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The top 10 global patent applicants 

(2003-12) 
The List of top 10 applicants is prepared based on 

their total number of patent families between 2003 and 

2012. Panasonic of Japan was the top applicant in the 

2000s, with 111,653 patent families worldwide. It was 

followed by Samsung Electronics of the Republic of Korea 

(95,852), and by the Japanese companies Canon 

(74,193), Toyota (73,220) and Toshiba (65,151). LG 

Electronics of the Republic of Korea and International 

Business Machines (IBM) of the US are two other non-

Japanese applicants that rank among the top 10. 

Together, the top 10 applicants accounted for a third of all 

families held by the top 100 in the 2000s, which is lower than 

the two-fifths they held in the 1990s.

    World Intellectual Property Indicators 2015

Government plans to create patent 
sharing regime 

The central government plans to create a policy 

framework to enable patent sharing between companies 

and academia in order to promote innovation happening 

at education and research institutes, while creating a 

market opportunity for them, said Ravi Shankar Prasad, 

Minister of Communication and Information Technology 
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Copyright and copy-making
The Delhi High Court verdict that photocopying 

portions of academic publications to make course packs 
for students does not amount to copyright infringement 
has been interpreted by many as a victory for the wider 
public interest of ensuring affordable access to quality 
educational material. The only question of law that arose 
in the suit filed by Oxford University Press, Cambridge 
University Press and Taylor & Francis was whether the 
making of course packs by the Delhi University by 
authorising a photocopying store to make numerous 
copies of course material drawn from different books 
amounts to copyright infringement. The court says 
copyright is not a natural or common law right in India, but 
is subject to statute. It proceeds to hold that 
photocopying for academic purposes is not an 
infringement as Section 52(1)(i) of the Copyright Act 
permits the making of copies of literary works by a teacher 
or pupil ‘in the course of instruction’, a phrase interpreted 
to cover whole academic sessions, from the preparation 
of syllabus onwards.

      www.thehindu.com  September 21, 2016
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The underlying vision is to transfer the technology 
from research and development (R&D) labs to companies 
that can then take it to market, while protecting the rights 
of innovators. This is in line with the objective laid down by 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) policy, unveiled earlier this 
year in May, which aims create a balanced intellectual 
property rights regime in India to foster creativity and 
innovation.

The industry experts see it as a move in the right 
direction. At present, researchers, doctors and professors, 
who work with research and development companies to 
create IP’s do not own them, since they are bound by 
contracts which allow companies to have a right over the 
IPs. With the patent sharing regime, people who have 
developed the IPs will also own them and get the benefits 
such as revenue sharing.

www.business-standard.com  September 22, 2016

Govt seeks views on pricing patented 
drugs

Upbraided by the parliamentary standing 
Committee for its “gross negligence and lackadaisical 
attitude”, the department of pharmaceuticals has set 
about seeking suggestions from different ministries on 
price regulation of patented drugs.

Under India’s patent law, compulsory licensing by 
the government for patents awarded to drugs can be 
done only under certain cases of public health 
emergencies. The department of industrial policies and 
promotion (DIPP), under whose aegis the law falls, may 
explore whether there can be changes made to the law.

Compulsory licensing allows the government, 
through third parties, to produce and market a patented 
product or process without the consent of the patent 
owner. The caveat in the patent law exists in order to 
check monopolistic practices in public health.

The government institutions involved in the 
discussions are the commerce ministry, DIPP, the health 
ministry, department of pharmaceuticals and the national 
pharmaceutical pricing authority

                         www.livemint.com  September  23, 2016  

WIPO Adopts Open Access Policy for its 
Publications

The World Intellectual Property Organization 
announced its new Open Access policy to promote the 
widest possible public access to its publications, furthering 
the Organization’s commitment to the dissemination and 
sharing of knowledge.

As the world reference source for intellectual 
property-related information, WIPO houses extensive 
collections of publications that include studies, reports, 
guides, and other learning resources. The Open Access 
policy will facilitate access for policy-makers, researchers, 
practitioners and anyone else seeking to use and build 
upon these resources.

From now, new publications created and wholly 
owned by WIPO, as well as a selection of existing 
publications, will be licensed under the CC-BY 3.0 IGO 
license or one of the other licenses in the Creative 
Commons IGO suite.  WIPO publications available under 
Creative Commons licenses will be clearly identified and 
searchable within the publications area of the WIPO 
website. Through these widely used tools, WIPO is 
supporting open archive initiatives that promote the 
dissemination of content through interoperability 
standards and efficient licensing schemes.

    www.wipo.int   November 16, 2016

Increasing Number of Women 
Inventors Named in International 
Patent Filings over Past Two Decades 
but Gender Gap Persists

New analysis shows that 29% of the international 
patent applications filed via WIPO in 2015 included at least 
one woman inventor, compared with 17% in 1995, 
according to a WIPO study.

The new WIPO statistics are the first-of-its kind global 
view on woman inventorship as reflected in international 
patent applications filed via WIPO’s Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (PCT), which has 151 contracting states across the 
globe. The analysis uses cutting-edge techniques based 
on a variety of publicly available name dictionaries.

Almost half, or 48%, of international patent 
applications filed by academic institutions showed at least 
one woman inventor in 2015, compared with 28% for 
companies, according to the study.

Women’s participation rate of 29% at the global level 
masks variations in participation rates across countries in 
2015. The Republic of Korea (50%) and China (49%) have 
the greatest gender equality in international patenting via 
the PCT in 2015, followed by Poland (40%), Spain (35%) and 
Singapore (34%).

The greatest gender gaps among the top PCT 
countries of origin are found in Germany (19%), Japan 
(19%), Italy (18%) and South Africa (16%). Women 
participated more in fields related to biotechnology (58% 
in 2015), pharmaceuticals (55%), organic fine chemistry 
(54%), and food chemistry (51%). The technologies with 
the least representation of women are mechanical 
elements (11%), transport (13%), machine tools (14%) and 
engines (15%)

www.wipo.int  November 15, 2016
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Disclaimer: 

The views expressed in the IPR News column of the newsletter 
are not necessarily those of the KSCSTE or its institutions.   

FROM THE JOURNAL OF ‘TRADITIONAL 
AND FOLK PRACTICES’ JOINTLY 
PUBLISHED BY KSCSTE AND JNTBGRI
Traditional/Folk Practices of Kerala – Case Studies- Part 2

“According to Dr. R. C. Karipath (a well-known 
scholar on Folklore of Kasaragod and Kannur districts) 
during Theyyam (Traditional ritualistic art form) 
performance, every Theyyam performer is believed to be 
representing various forms of Gods and Goddesses. Some 
of the Theyyams represented as Lord Dhanwanthari, God 
of Medicine, speaks to the devotees through a human 
medium like oracle. Based on the question asked by the 
devotees, especially the problems related to their heath, 
the Theyyam representing Lord Dhanwanthari will 
prescribe remedial measures for 96 major diseases by 
unseen location specific 108 medicinal preparations. 
During the interaction, Theyyam disperses Mannhal 
(Curcuma longalL.) powder to the devotes as prasadam 
and all of them have apply the same over the tip of their 
toungue and it is believed, this will act as an anti-microbial 
agent to prevent infection. This powder is also applied by 
Theyyam performers to control bleeding when they hit 
their forehead with the sword…”

'Ethnomedicine for Rhematoid Arthritis by the tribes of 
Adilabad district, Andhra   Pradhesh'

Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) is the most common form 
of chronic inflammatory joint disease and allopathic 

S.Rajasekharan, T.G Vinodkumar, M. Navas  and  P. G. Latha

N. Suryanarayana Swamy and T. V. V. Seetharami Reddi

Rubik's Cube loses EU trademark fight 
over its shape

Rubik's Cube, a multicolored three-dimensional 

puzzle, lost a trademark battle after Europe's top court said 

its shape was not sufficient to grant it protection against 

copycats. The toy, invented in 1974 by Hungarian Erno 

Rubik, is popular among young and old, with more than 

350 million cubes sold worldwide. British company Seven 

Towers, which manages Rubik's Cube intellectual property 

rights, registered its shape as a three-dimensional EU 

trademark with the European Union Intellectual Property 

Office (EUIPO) in 1999.

But German toy maker Simba Toys challenged the 

trademark protection in 2006, saying that the cube's 

rotating capability should be protected by a patent and 

not a trademark. The German company took its case to 

the Luxembourg-based European Union Court of Justice 

(ECJ) after EUIPO and a lower EU court dismissed its lawsuit. 

ECJ judges agreed with Simba Toys' arguments. Their 

decision is final and cannot be appealed.

"In examining whether registration ought to be 

refused on the ground that shape involved a technical 

solution, EUIPO and the General Court should also have 

taken into account non-visible functional elements 

represented by that shape, such as its rotating capability," 

they said

www.reuters.com  Nov 10, 2016

medicine has not been successful in finding long lasting 
relief. Many plant species are traditionally used for the 
treatment of pain and some have been investigated for 
their efficacy tests. The paper 'Ethnomedicine for 
Rhematoid Arthritis by the tribes of Adilabad district, 
Andhra Pradhesh' deals with 44 species of plants covering 
43 genera and 33 families used for curing RA by the tribes.

'Traditional wound healing plants of Kasaragod district, 
Kerala state, India'

Even though modern medical systems are 
available, majority of the people are still depending on 
the rich local health for treating various ailments. But this 
valuable oral health tradition is not yet documented 
systematically. The study “Traditional wound healing 
plants of Kasaragod district, Kerala state, India” 
documented 64 plant species used for healing 
treatments. 

Antidepressant activity of phenolics rich fraction of 
Calotropis gigantea flower’

Depression is one of the most serious disorders in 
today's society. It is defined as 'disorders of mood' rather 
than disturbances of thought or cognition; it may range 
from a very mild condition, bordering on normality, to 
severe psychotic depression accompanied by 
hallucination and delusions. Calotropis gigantea 
(Milkweed) is traditionally used to cure bronchial asthma, 
tuberculosis spleen disease diaphoretic and mental 
disorders. The paper titled 'Antidepressant activity of 
phenolics rich fraction of Calotropis gigantea flower' 
studies and evaluate the antidepressant activity of hydro 
alcoholic extract and its major fractions from C. gigantea 
flower.

Traditional Knowledge Docketing System (TKDS) for 
protecting rights of indigenous communities

Traditional Knowledge is of practical nature and 
tends to be collectively owned. The consideration for 
increased bio piracy led to the formulation of a solution by 
India known as Traditional Knowledge Digital Library 
(TKDL). We are being cautioned against classifying 
traditional knowledge under Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) and creation of statutory registrable rights on TK. 
Instead the creation of a Traditional Knowledge 
Docketing System (TKDS) to indicate the location at which 
the knowledge is available, the community that possesses 
the traditional knowledge, a short description of the 
nature of TK and community protocol, if any. 

Folkloric use of plants for treatment of epilepsy in India

The healing power of ethno medicinal plants for 
treatment of various diseases is under scientific appraisal 
all over the world. Epilepsy affects approximately 50 
million people worldwide and toxicity, adverse drug 
interaction and expensive nature of present synthetic 
drugs require novel, safe and cost-effective molecules for 
its treatment. Indian folklore describe use of 159 plant 
species for its treatment but only about 34% of them have 
been therapeutically validated. The rest of the 104 folk 
medicinal plants could be explored scientifically and 
further research on isolation of bioactive compounds 
could provide an effective treatment for epilepsy and 
associated symptoms. 

N. P. Rajith, M. Navas, M. M. Swapna & N. Mohanan

Prakash R Itankar, Snehal B. Bawankule, Mohammad 
Tauqeer, Son al S. Charde

R.S.Praveen Raj

Vartika Jain and S.K.Verma
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Discussion Meet on National IPR 
Policy & National Workshop on 
‘Intellectual Property Rights and its 
Enforcement’

PIC-Kerala/ KSCSTE in association with the Patent 
Facilitating Centre / TIFAC, Department of Science and 
Technology, GoI, organised a Discussion Meet on National  
IPR Policy & National Workshop on ‘Intellectual Property 
Rights and its Enforcement’ on 14th & 15th July 2016 at 
Kanakakkunnu Palace, Trivandrum. The Programme was 
inaugurated by Shri. S.M.Vijayanand IAS, Chief Secretary 
to the Govt. of Kerala, in a function presided by 

Shri. P.H.Kurian IAS, Principal Secretary, Industries 
Department. Prof. N.R.Madhavamenon, Founder Vice 
Chancellor, West Bengal National University of Juridical 
Sciences delivered the keynote address. Prof. Prabhat 

  
Shri. S.M.Vijayanand IAS delivering inaugural address A view of the Participants          

  
Shri. S.M.Vijayanand IAS releasing the Journal   
of Traditional and Folk Practices 

Shri. Avinash Kumar making  his presentation

Ranjan,  Execut ive D i rector ,  T I FAC and Dr .  
A.D.Damodaran, Former Director, CISR-NIIST delivered 
special address. The Journal of ‘Traditional and Folk 
Practices’ jointly published by KSCSTE and JNTBGRI was 
also released by Shri. S.M.Vijayanand IAS during the 
function. 

Prof. Prabhat Ranjan, Executive Director, TIFAC and 
Shri. Yashawant Dev Panwar, Head, PFC/TIFAC  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I P R  P o l i c y .  
Shri.V.P.Balagangadharan, Chairman of IPR Advisory 
Committee of KSCSTE presented the IPR Policy of Kerala 
2008. Followed the technical sessions, a Panel Discussion 
with the IPR Experts and Representatives from various 
sectors was organized to discuss on the National IPR 
Policy and its impact in various sectors with reference to 
the Kerala State. Around 100 participants including 
Scientists, Academicians, Industrialists, Entrepreneurs, 
Professionals, Grass root Innovators, etc, participated in 
the Programme.                    

 

Prof. Prabhat Ranjan presenting National IPR Policy A view from the panel discussion 
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Shri. V.P.Balagangadharan presenting Kerala IPR Policy Shri. Yashawant Dev Panwar delivering his lecture

Ōrganized 318 Seminars/ Workshops/ Exhibitions/Talks 
throughout the State.

R̄eceived and processed 641 applications for Patent 
Facilitation.

F̄acilitated the filing of 27 Patent applications.

Ēstablished 7 IPR Cells in 7 Universities in the State 

Ēstablished 13 IPR Cells in 13 Govt./Aided/Self Financing 
Engineering Colleges in the State.

Ēstablished an IPR Cell in District Industries Centre, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

B̄rought out the Institutional IPR Policy of KSCSTE.

Āppointed a Patent Attorney for KSCSTE.

L̄aunched an exclusive website for PIC- Kerala 
(www.patentcentre.kerala.gov.in).

P̄ublished Brochure of PIC (English)

P̄ublished Malayalam Booklet on IPR entitled ’Chila 
Chodyotharangal’ (Malayalam translation  of booklet 
published from TIFAC)

P̄ublished Pamphlet on IPR and Display Boards on IPR.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF PIC–KERALA SO FAR

    Seminars/ Workshops/ Exhibitions/ Lectures/ Talks organized
The details of the IPR awareness programmes organized during the period April – November, 2016 are as follows;
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To,
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